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Course Description/Objective:  

Students will develop a sophisticated understanding and deeper appreciation of a 
sizeable sample of classics from across genres—poetry, drama, the short story, and the 
novel—representing some of the most compelling, imaginative, and culturally significant 
works of the western canon.  The purpose of this course is to facilitate and nurture the 
scrutiny of enduring literary works by imparting to students the skills necessary to 
assess and critically discuss a work’s artistry and cultural value, including but not limited 
to developing and refining students’ understanding of rhetoric, style (diction, syntax, 
figurative language), tone, point of view, theme, symbol, and characterization.  
 

My teaching practice is influenced by a student‑centered approach.  Research 
indicates that students learn best when placed at the center of their learning 
experiences.  Course content relates to students’ lives: writing assignments encourage 
students to explore and examine classics through various lenses, as well as to develop 
their own preferred ways of seeing and extracting deeper meaning from texts, a process 
inevitably shaped by personal experience; and students regularly work together in 
literature circles, Socratic seminars, presentations, sentence and essay development 
activities, and peer review sessions.  
 

By interacting with my students as a community of developing writers, critical 
thinkers, and literature aficionados, I hope to empower them to feel a sense of 
responsibility for themselves, their individual learning processes, their peers, and their 
classroom environment.  And I hope to share with them my indefatigable enthusiasm for 
contemplating celebrated literary works, for writing, and for self-discovery.   
Course Code: Synergy Course Code     a-g approved: Yes  
 



Important Dates to Remember: Mid Term Examination on or about October 15, 2017, 
Semester Examination on or about December 19, 2017, Mid Term Examination on or 
about February 29, 2018, Semester Examination on or about May 15, 2018. 
 
State Standards/Content:  www.cde.ca.gov/be/st/ss/ 
 
Activities:   

 
Literature: 
“‘Tis the good reader that makes the good book.”  --Ralph Waldo Emerson 

  
Students will engage in the intensive study of selected literary classics and will 

receive ongoing, daily instruction intended to foster insightful reading habits, as well as 
authentic, meaningful reflection.  In particular, students will practice paying close 
attention to significant details in writing, as well as making valid inferences from 
challenging passages of poetry and prose.  Instruction will provide students with the 
skills requisite for interpreting and extracting beneath-the-surface meaning from texts, 
as well as for identifying and appreciating the writer’s artistry and the rhetorical function 
of such components of writing as diction, syntax, figurative language, tone, point of 
view, theme, symbol, and characterization.  
  

Writing: 
“Easy reading is damn hard writing.”  --Nathaniel Hawthorne 

  
We improve at the craft of writing by emulating the rhetorical strategies of the 

best among us; and we improve as critical thinkers when we regularly engage in the 
acts of writing and reflection: the two processes, then, enjoy an intimate relationship.  
For what is writing but thinking on the page?  We often write in order to find our position: 
to discover our thoughts and emotions and assemble them into a convincing argument.  
Students will practice the craft of writing regularly in order to develop and improve as 
composers of literary criticism, receiving the daily instruction requisite to create and 
sustain insightful and persuasive arguments supported by textual details, to establish 
and maintain a scholarly tone in formal essays, to achieve clarity and precision through 
appropriate diction and syntax, and, always, to address the demands of an essay’s 
intended audience.  And, because writing and thinking are inextricably intertwined, 
consistent writing practice will similarly nurture students’ capacity for critical thinking.  
Classes will often begin with a journal prompt, thought-provoking quote, or poem that 
thematically relates to the previous night’s reading.  Each student is expected to 
compose a meaningful response exploring the day’s particular theme or concept in light 
of current readings.  Ultimately, regular journaling and self-reflection function as training 



for creating what Edwin Schlossberg calls a “context in which other people can think.”  
As the year progresses, the demands of the journal responses will increase: for 
example, students will be expected regularly to incorporate into their writing various 
sentence-level structures which will be taught in the fall semester—noun phrase 
appositives, verbal phrases, adjective clauses, and absolute phrases.  
  

“Out of the trunk, the branches grow; out of them, the twigs.  So, in 
productive subjects, grow the chapters.” --Herman Melville, Moby-Dick 

  
The writing instruction of this course is informed in large part by Frances 

Christensen’s innovative work on sentence and paragraph rhetoric.  I encourage 
students, for example, to envision the base clause of a sentence as its “tree trunk,” to 
which additional structures, or “branches,” can be added; and, similarly, to 
conceptualize the topic sentence of a paragraph as its “trunk,” out of which various 
branches and twigs grow, each limb—the metaphorical equivalent of a smaller yet 
germane idea—growing organically out of a larger concept established prior.  Students 
will receive the instruction requisite in order to write sharply focused sentences and 
lucidly and sufficiently developed paragraphs.  To attain mastery of high-level writing, 
after all, demands of the developing pupil an intense study of sentence and paragraph 
rhetoric, as well as a close examination of (and breaking away from) ineffective old 
habits.  
Throughout the year, students workshop sentences and paragraphs culled from their 
own essay drafts.  These anonymous samples will form a “workbook” of sorts which 
students will use to carefully read, examine, and edit for audience and purpose, 
considering a paragraph’s “train of thought,” as well as diction, syntax, or any other 
issues of mechanics or usage that may arise.  The workbook will serve as a basis for 
revision, and homework assignments, based on students’ writing needs as they arise, 
will be determined.  Students will be expected to apply what they have learned from 
their workshopped samples to all of their writing.  Always, as I shall emphasize, 
students must remember, understand, and apply what they have learned.  Success 
demands the practice of writing as a recursive process.   
 
 
 
 
Homework Policy:  Homework and class work that you submit must be legible, timely, 
and labeled with the following information in the top left-hand corner: 
 

● Your name 

● Current Date 



● Period number 

 

Tardies:  Tardy students will be sent directly to Room 32.  This school-wide policy is 

non-negotiable.  

 

Tests/Assessments:  Tests or quizzes will generally be given during and following each 

unit of study.  Test or quiz questions are generated from a combination of lectures, 

discussions, assigned readings, group work, simulations, and videos.  Tests or quizzes 

missed because of excused absences must be completed on designated make-up quiz 

and exam days, as determined by Mr. Magness.  It is the student’s responsibility to let 

Mr. Magness know that he/she needs to make up a test.  No make-up tests will be given 

for truant absences.   

 

Supplementary Materials/Films:  Units of study will often include various supplementary 

materials—handouts, articles, excerpts from other books, etc., which students are 

expected to read, study, and discuss.  Also, occasionally, the class will watch 

thematically relevant films in class.  Though some films may occasionally contain 

scenes of violence or coarse language, they have been prudently selected because of 

their artistic merit and educational value.  Students are expected to view attentively and, 

when necessary, take notes.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
Required Materials*:  I expect for all students to bring the following items to class 
everyday, unless informed otherwise: 

● The book of the day (text, novel, short story, handout, worksheet, etc.). 

● SSR book according to the school-wide schedule. 

● A folder with butterfly tabs that you’ll use exclusively for this class.  

● Lined, white paper (8 ½ x 11). 

● A pen (blue or black ink).   



Please see me if, for some reason, you are unable to bring these materials to class.   
 
Schoolwide Learning Outcomes:   
 

1. Students communicate effectively orally and in writing using academic language. 
2. Students think critically and answer complex questions using multiple sources of 

information to develop an analytical response. 
3. Students develop the technology skills to be successful in the 21st century work 

environment. 
4. Students work collaboratively and cooperatively within a team of diverse 

members.  
5. Students possess the essential knowledge and skills of the academic content 

required for graduation and success in advanced study and employment. 
 

 
Vision (The What): 
At Westmoor, our students become learned, productive, and compassionate citizens 
upon graduation. 
 
Mission (The Why): 
Westmoor High School is dedicated to fostering college-and-career-ready students, who 
are both academically prepared and socially responsible global citizens. 
 
Goals (The How): 
The goal of Westmoor High School is to address the diverse educational needs of our 
students through the integration of technology and a variety of teaching strategies. We 
engage the whole child and prepare students for success in advanced study and 
employment. 
 
 

Grading Scale:  

90-100 A - excellent 

80-89 B - above average 

70-79 C - average 

60-69 D - below average 

<60 F  

 
 



Attendance & Make-Up Work:  You are expected to complete all assigned work for 
this class in a timely manner.  In the event of an excused absence, late homework that 
was due on the day/days that you were absent is due when you return to class.  Make-
up work is the student’s responsibility; students will be given the same number of days 
they were absent for to make up late work.  
 
 
Schoolwide Norms/Classroom Rules:  
 

Participation: Our study of literature, composition, and grammar will entail 

student-centered, hands-on, experiences.  You will be expected to participate in class 

discussions, projects, and activities.  

           Consider the following questions:  Do you come to class each day with a positive 

attitude, willing and ready to learn as much as possible about speaking, writing, and 

understanding the English language?  Are you contributing as much to the class as you 

are taking from it?  Do you consistently uphold a standard of excellence characteristic of 

devoted students?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

         Student Behavior: In order to establish and maintain a positive learning 

environment, students are expected to adhere to the following criteria: 

● Be seated and prepared for learning when the bell rings.  

● Use class time efficiently by listening attentively to the person who is speaking, 

by participating during class activities, and by working quietly during individual 

work time.  

● Side-conversations, even if relevant to the academic topic, are distracting and 

disrespectful to the person speaking.  Save your insightful comments for the 

appropriate time.  And that way, even more people may benefit from your input.  

● Please respect school property: write in your notebook, not on desks or walls.  



● Help keep our classroom clean.  

● Respect the common courtesy of others.  Control your actions and your language 

use.  Name calling and profanity are inappropriate.  

● Cell phones are prohibited.  All cell phones must be turned off and put away.  

● Phones, computer games, and other technological devices are prohibited.  

● Eating is not allowed during class time.  

● No throwing of any kind.  Throwing trash is not allowed.  No exceptions.  If you 

have trash to dispose of, then walk your trash to a receptacle at an appropriate 

time.  

● You are not permitted to do homework from other classes during class time.  In 

the event that you should finish work early, you are expected to work ahead on 

assignments for this class.  If you don’t know what to do, ask for my assistance.   

 
Rules for Learning: 

● Listen Carefully. 

● Exert Yourself. 

● Aspire to Achieve. 

● Reason Well. 

● Nurture Your Interests and Talents. 

 
Classroom Policy: 

         A Sense of Community: 

         Racial slurs, sexist language/behavior, religious intolerance, bigotry, homophobic 

attitudes, and general hostility toward fellow human beings in any form will simply not be 

tolerated.  There will be a zero tolerance policy for intolerance.  The class will discuss 

matters of intolerance and injustice.  Name calling will not be allowed, even in jest.  

All students should feel welcome, safe, and secure, so that everyone has the 

opportunity to achieve his or her greatest potential.  At no time should any 

behaviors/actions threaten an individual’s or the class’s sense of safety and security.  

All students should respect and follow all school-wide policies.  

  

Students’ Rights:  All students have the right to a fair and equitable education.  



Students are free to discuss with Mr. Magness aspects of the classroom environment, 

grades, or other concerns at an appropriate time.  Appointments can be made for 

meetings after school, during break, or sometimes at lunch.  

Accommodations: Reasonable accommodations will be provided for eligible 

students with disabilities or medical conditions that may affect any aspect of course 

assignments or participation.  Students are invited to communicate with Mr. Magness at 

the outset of the course or during a scheduled appointment about any accommodations 

that will improve their access to the course.  Students can also contact the disability 

resources center.  

Cheating/Plagiarism:  Plagiarism occurs when a student misrepresents the work 

of another as his or her own.  Plagiarism may consist of using ideas, sentences, 

paragraphs, or the entire text of another person without appropriate acknowledgement 

but also includes employing or allowing another person to write or substantially alter 

work that a student then submits as his or her own.  Any instances of possible 

plagiarism will be investigated and reported to the appropriate school officials.  If a 

student has plagiarized, then he or she will receive a failing grade on the assignment.  

  

Logical Consequences:  Student behavior will have logical consequences.  

● Late homework will not be accepted.  

● Essays will not receive full credit; for each day late, assignments will be docked a 

full letter grade.  For example, a late “A” essay will receive a “B.”  

● If a student violates the classroom covenant, he or she will have a private check-

in with Mr. Magness to solve the problem and to ensure future success, 

harmony, and cooperation.  For example, if a student does not bring his book to 

class one day, he must check in with Mr. Magness.  If a student is clearly not 

participating in group work, he/she will check in with Mr. Magness to discuss the 

matter and to ensure future cooperation.  

● Any student found to display intolerance and/or hostility toward a fellow person in 

any form will automatically receive a phone call home to his or her 

parent/guardian.   
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